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This striking building seems to fanelate alte mere) at 

(of f=] (smo) dod @r-Vale Mj ce) a(omdarom tal) telco) mcabvarcloliillalicieg=te 
tion: that the people must feel that City Hall is 
always responsive to them and that it continuously 
Yaerolele-Yol=\mdar-vi amlahvie) M=lailolahaliameri saeco icidalii(ciale 
Although this administration is also concerned with 
sYoss}co) alow elahacyier-l mel=\V4=1(e) laal=ial emia cm ahvalalcclal die) am aire t 
NY{= me] \Vcomm Co) oly o) ate) ahavar-var-liimalagi=\m com ialomalelent-lalmalst=1e ls) 
(om dal= Med Avani aime) gei~) an Com ol alo lel- im gal-mer-y em al(e smo ate \i-) 
found between the government and its people. We 
have opened eleven ‘little City Halls” throughout _ 
sYols} eo) aMcromndar-l meri dp4clatcwer-la mal alm calclia@me\iamalslielal exe) am 
hoods, work with City Hall to solve their problems. 
The doors of City Hall are now open twenty- -four 
hours a day, and our complaint service is Aeliicre 
eVaelU] ave datsm ed ole] qucomr-l (oi tales-x-mivarom INYcmiamiarcmel aye 

WM alicw-Colaalialisada- idle) alm at-tow e)t-(el-rom sale) qm ole) |(ex- me) silexs) es 
in the city’s streets than ever before; has planted 
more trees and installed more playground lifeyeye ce 
lights; has paved or resurfaced more streets; has 
moved to resolve the problems of City Hospital; and 
has conducted an ambitious parks and recreation 
e)aele|e-Vanmam mer-tamm alia) qe) male ofoaacclg Th idlale) in which 

Com (evayis\ is meole) ar-Uian lowe) am dalomaeablgomdarclamiamial(cmarcnyy 
City Hall, which has been designed to emphasize the 
Has) Xelatclaler-Meym cl=tolel(-mcomaul-Vimeron’-\aaliilclale 


KEVIN H. WHITE 
Mayor of Boston 


Main Concourse of new City Hall 
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BOSTON CITY HALL CONSTRUCTION FACTS 


Total building site: 97,000 sq ft 

Plaza area: 417,000 sq ft 

Total enclosed space area: 513,000 sq ft 
Net office space: 318,000 sq ft 

Cost: $21,600,000 

Height: 9 levels reaching 138 feet 


Architects: Kallmann, McKinnell and Knowles 
Campbell, Aldrich and Nulty 


Structural engineers: LeMessurier Associates, Inc. 
Contractor: J. W. Bateson Company, Inc. 

Overall building weight: 200,000,000 Ibs 

Personnel capacity: 1600-2000 
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Howit all began... 


In 1962 a nationwide competition was conducted by 
the Government Center Commission of the City of 
Boston for the design of a new City Hall to be the 
focal point of the entire downtown Boston Govern- 
ment Center Urban Renewal Project. The overall 
plan for the Government Center Project, prepared by 
|. M. Pei & Partners, architects and city planners, 

is an undertaking of such tremendous scope that its 
like has been attempted by no other American city. 
It has transformed the blighted Scollay Square area 
into a modern government center containing 60 
acres of striking contemporary buildings designed 
by outstanding architects. 


Boston’s national competition for a City Hall design 
was the first by a major American city since 1909 
and it drew 255 entries. The design selected was 
that submitted by the New York architectural firm of 
Kallmann, McKinnell and Knowles. A jury of four 
nationally-known architects and three Boston laymen 
termed the design impressive, functional, economi- 
cal and harmonious with its surroundings. The 
winning team then joined with two Boston firms, 
Campbell, Aldrich and Nulty, architects, and 
LeMessurier Associates, consulting engineers, to 
form The Architects and Engineers for the Boston 
City Hall and to execute the design and supervise 
construction. 


Getting acquainted. 


Three major areas in the new building house the 
three major elements of the city government. Four 
lower floors contain all the departments — such as 
tax, licensing and registration — with which the 
public does business daily. The fifth floor contains 
the offices of the Mayor, who is elected every four 
years; the offices of the nine members of the City 
Council, who are elected every two years; the City 
Council chamber; and exhibition rooms. Four upper 
floors contain the administrative and planning 
agencies. 
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lm tclimote|Or-laommv,el0m-lao-|/a-t-(eh'me)ammaalomsaligemilele) ar-lare, 
may descend from the South Entry Hall to lower 
floors by elevators, stairs, and escalator, and 
ascend to upper floors by elevators or stairs. If you 
enter from the north, from New Congress Street, 
you are in the multi-leveled Main Concourse and 
may descend to the first floor via elevators or stairs, 
ascend to the Mezzanine by elevators, stairs or 
escalator, and to floors beyond the third floor by 
elevators or stairs. A third entrance, from Dock 
Square, is used primarily as a service or loading 
entrance. The bank of elevators in the South Entry 
fc time (el=tom ale) mere) alt= 0) alr- Wc) (0) om ce) au dat>mcelelaiamilele)¢ 
loksler= 10 ls{-me) ai dar- imc} (e(ome) maalom oveli(enialemaalsmieleiaiamilee)s 
sm datem re laleli ave mr-tandatomco)ome)mdalomenr-Viamcir-li auch Am iualleral 
Koyo) <-me fo)! iamelalmcal-movelo ida =1apia’a mt-i)pmr-larem\aalleramclicie) 
Ke¥e(oKsm Comdatome-Ui cada) ge)o le] amereleraa\s-1ge pm @)amialcmalelara 
Vrolsme) malcom elit (eliavemmaatsla-m-laom- Wm ic\wacelelaiamilele) g 
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those which stop at the Mayor’s offices designate the 
fifth floor as “Mayor,” and that which stops atthe 
(o) jirex=ss9xe) im dal > O71) aYm Oxele] aved| mre) ay hVamel=\-ylelar-i(ctommcalominade 
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Points of particular interest. . 


¢ The 9-acre City Hall Square is comparable in size to 

St. Peter’s Square in Rome. 

Light shafts in the South Entry Hall penetrate up 

through 126 feet of the building’s 138-foot height. 

¢ The bricks of the plaza flow right into the South Entry 
Hall to tie the world inside the building to the world 
outside, and continue across the Hall and up the stairs, 
creating a ‘“‘path”’ to the floors above. 

¢ Earth-colored bricks and quarry tile are used in the 
four lower floors, which receive heavy traffic, because 
they have warmth, charm and endurance and because 
they echo the materials used on nearby Beacon Hill 
and on structures which neighbor City Hall. 

e The visitor to City Hall can instantly orient himself by 
glancing out a window to see any of these striking views: 


North — the steeple of the Old North Church (Christ 
Church) where Paul Revere’s signal lanterns 
were hung to warn of British troops; the 
colorful North End; the J. F. Kennedy Fed- 
eral Office Building; and the State Office 
Building. 


South — the Old State House from whose eastern 
balcony the Declaration of Independence 
was read in 1776; and the New England 
Merchants Bank Building. 


West — the Government Center’s new horizontal 
office skyscraper, Center Plaza; and the 
newly renovated Sears Crescent, which for 
over a century has housed many of Boston’s 
major booksellers. 


East — Faneuil Hall, often called the “Cradle of 
Liberty” because it was the major gathering 
place of colonists just prior to the Revolu- 
tion; Dock Square; Quincy Market, a hand- 
some granite structure built in 1826; and 
the harbor, and finally the sea itself. 


e The design of City Hall’s unique courtyard enables the 


visitor to walk completely “through” City Hall — from 
one side of the building to the other — without ever 
having to open a door. 


¢ The courtyard, illuminated with lanterns from Kyoto, 


Boston’s sister city in Japan, and dotted with changing 
displays of seasonal plantings, is open to the public 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 


¢ In the City Council chamber on the fifth floor, the visitor 


can watch the Council in action from any of three public 
galleries grouped around a central area in which the 
Council and its president are seated. 


e Upper floors use precast and poured concrete to attain 


warm buff tones and strong textures. 


e This new City Hall is the fourth home of Boston city 
government. 


